Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.024; wR factor = 0.063; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.5. 
The Sn atom of the title compound, [Sn(C 6 H 5 ) 2 (C 11 H 11 NO 4 )], adopts a distorted SnNC 2 O 2 trigonal-bipyramidal geometry with the O atoms in the axial positions. The metal atom forms five-and six-membered chelate rings with the O,N,O 0 -tridentate ligand. 
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Comment
The diorganotin complexes with Schiff bases derived from α-amino acids continue to receive attention because of their biological activities and their quadratic nonlinear optical properties (e.g. Rivera et al., 2006) . The structures of two diorganotin complexes based on the Schiff base ligand [N-(2-hydroxyphenylmethylene)alanine, [N-(2-oxidophenylmethylene)alaninato]diphenyltin(IV) (Beltran et al., 2003) and dicyclohexyl[N-(3,5-dibromo-2-oxidophenylmethylene)alaninato]tin(IV) (Tian et al., 2007) have been reported. As a continuation of these studies, the structure of the title compound, (I), is now described.
The coordination geometry of the Sn atom in (I) is that of a distorted trigonal bipyramid with two phenyl groups and the imino N1 atom occupying the equatorial positions and the axial positions being occupied by a unidentate carboxylate O1 atom and phenoxide O3 atom ( 
Experimental
The title compound was prepared by the reaction of diphenyltin dichloride (0.69 g, 2 mmol) with potassium N-(3-methoxy-2-hydroxyphenylmethylene)alaninate (0.29 g, 2 mmol) in the presence of Et 3 N (0.20 g, 2 mmol) in methanol (30 ml). The reaction mixture was refluxed for 2 h and filtered. The yellow solid obtained by removal of solvent under reduced pressure was recrystallized from methanol and yellow blocks of (I) were obtained from dichloromethane-hexane (1:1 v/v) by slow evaporation at room temperature (yield 76%, m.p. 535-536 K).
Refinement
The H atoms were placed at calculated positions (C-H = 0.93-0.98Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of (I) with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. The H atoms have been omitted for clarity. 
